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only other suite in the house which deserves special mention is the

one on the 5th Ave. frontage of the third floor. These are the

state apartments, consisting- of two bedrooms, a bath-room, a

dining-room, sitting-room, library and reception room.

V.

The Decorations and the Finish.

The statement was made at the outset that by a happy com-
bination of circumstances all the people who played an important

part in building the Hotel St. Regis were united in the attempt to

New York City.

THE HOTEL ST. REGIS.

(Barber Shop.)

Trowbridge & Livingston, Architects.

produce a thoroughly excellent result, and the fact that the result

establishes a new standard of hotel design and decoration in this

city should be credited to the lessee and to the contractors as well

as to the owners and the architects. Mr. R. M.. Haan, the pro-

prietor of the new hotel, was fortunately of the opinion that the use

of the most permanent materials in finishing a hotel was

good economy. The lessee is compensated for the increased

rent by being relieved of the heavy expenses ordinarily incurred

for repairs and renewals. The consequence of the conscientious

carrying out of this view of hotel economy in the St. Regis is that
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no building has ever been erected in this country, whether hotel or

residence, which presents a more substantial interior finish, and it

makes no difference in this particular respect whether the room
selected for the best be a servant's pantry or a banquetting hall.

The finish of the latter would be more sumptuous, but it would

not be any more substantial and serviceable.

This matter has been already touched upon in referring to the

care which had been taken to use materials as far as possible fire-

proof, but it deserves even more emphasis from the present point

of view. The hall walls of every floor are lined with carefully

selected marble, the floors are paved either with marble or tile,

New York City.

THE HOTEL ST. REGIS.

(Bath-Room, State Suite of Apartments.)

Trowbridge & Livingston, Architects.

the servants' stairways and the pantries are finished with white

tiles in fact, practically all the service portions of the house are

finished in this manner, of which a number of good examples can

be seen in the illustrations to this article. The barber shop, for

instance, is a very novel and interesting example of the clean and

gay effect which can be obtained from the use in such a room of

white tiles, panelled with colored ones. Again, the kitchen, be-

sides being a well-arranged and spacious apartment, is finished so

that the great wear and tear to which such a room is subjected

will be spent upon the toughest and hardest materials. The
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floor is marble, the walls are tiled, the counters are made of

glass. There is nothing perishable and nothing which is hard to

keep clean.. The excellence of the arrangements of the kitchen can

only be appreciated by those who understand the complex procesi

necessary to cook and serve all sorts of food in almost all parts of

New York City.

THE HOTEL ST. REGIS.

(Hallway Second Floor.)

Trowbrldge & Livingston, Architects.

an eighteen-story building, and the same time to check properly
the different parts of this process. Here it is only necessary to

state that the refrigerator storage space is abundant, the ranges
are of the very best make and equipment ; special places have been

apportioned for every phase of the work of preparing and storing

an enormous food supply, and the ventilating apparatus is particu-

larly elaborate and complete. None of these details has been de-

cided without full consultation with Mr. Haan's "chef" and other

assistants, and it is his expectation that these arrangements will

permit to conduct economically and smoothly a kitchen and

restaurant which will satisfy the most exacting demands and the

most fastidious taste.
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The bedrooms are finished, so far as possible, just as sub-

stantially as the other apartments. The floors are of cement. The

mantelpieces in the more important rooms of marble, and the

woodwork almost exclusively of hard-woods. One thing which the

lessee, Mr. Haan, wished particularly to avoid was the expense in-

New York City.

THE HOTEL ST. REGIS.

(Entrance to Stairway, First Floor.)

Trowbridge & Livingston, Architects.

separable from the maintenance of a great deal of paint in the

rooms, with the consequence that the doors, base-boards and the

like in many rooms are made of white mahogany. At least one

corner room on each floor has been painted a dull greyish white,

but, as may be inferred from the illustrations, the amount of paint

employed is probably smaller than in any building of its size in the

world. The bath-rooms are tiled, and contain porcelain tubs, open

plumbing and a separate thermostat, the only exception being the

bath-room in the state apartment suite, which is finished through-
out in marble.

These examples will give a sufficient idea of the substantial

character of the finish, and it only remains to speak of this finish
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from the point of view of design and effect. Since a modern hotel

cannot succeed without being attractive and festive in appearance,
as well as safe, comfortable and substantial, the owners, the archi-

tects, and the lessees have, of course, bestowed as much attention

upon the appearance of the hotel as upon its structure, plan and

equipment. Moreover, the point of view from which the problem
of interior design has been approached testifies both to good taste

and good sense. They have purposely avoided the besetting sin

and temptation of the great majority of people who have been

responsible for the deco-

ration of modern Amer-
ican hotels the sin of

decorative excess. Of
course the public rooms

of a hotel are necessarily

showy and to a certain

extent sumptuous apart-

ments. The scale of the

decorations may with

perfect propriety be

heightened to a point

which would be offensive

under other surround-

ings, and the designers of

the St. Regis have not

made the mistake, which

would be bad architec-

ture as well as bad busi-

ness, of subduing the de-

tail to the modest and

reticent scale appropriate

to a private residence.

They have made the pub-
lic rooms rich, handsome

and even "stunning,"

but in so doing they have

not piled on swollen de-

tail and gaudy colors un-

til the whole effect be-

THE HOTEL ST. REGIS.

(Entrance.)

Trowbridge & Livingston, Architects.

came confused and mon-

strous and the eye craved the simplicity of bare walls and

modest projections. The detail of each room has been kept

in its place by a consistently realized general design, and the

whole effect, while as gay as is appropriate in rooms used by

pleasure-seekers, are not only not adorned to the point of decora-
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New York City.

THE HOTEL ST. REGIS.

(The Office.)

Trowbridge & Livingston, Architects.
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live inebriation, but have been, for the most part, treated with

comparative sobriety and good taste-

The styles used in decorating the rooms have been, as in almost

all American work of this kind, borrowed from one of the several

periods of classic European decoration, but there has been no very

THE HOTEL ST. REGIS.

(Corridor Leading to the Main Dining-Room.)

New York City. Trowbridge & Livingston, Architects.

scrupulous adherence to stylistic consistency. It is motives quite
as much as forms which have been borrowed. An attempt has

been successfully made to give life to these classic forms by nicely

adapting the scale of the decorative motives to the space which they
fill and to their function in the design, and this detail consequently
deserves careful study. Unlike so much detail, particularly in large

American buildings, it is not mechanical and lifeless ; on the con-

trary, if it has a fault, it is sometimes too crisp and vivacious, too

little subdued to its architectural setting. As a matter of fact, it

has all been specially designed and carefully modeled under the

incessant supervision of the architect, and credit for the result

should be divided both between the designer and the many skilled
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workmen, by whose co-operation the designer was enabled to

carry out his ideas.

If the Hotel St. Regis shows anything, it shows the great ad-

vance which has taken place during the past "ten or fifteen years in

the ability of the leading contracting firms and their workmen to

execute with vivacity and skill the decorative purposes of an archi-

tect. In the early years of the architectural revival in this

country nothing hampered architects more than the difficulty of

securing the assistance of competent artizans
;
but the long educa-

tional effort is now having its effect. No one can look at the ad-

mirably executed finish of the St. Regis without realizing that the

architects have been skilfully and loyally assisted by the con-

tractors and the expert artizans in their employ. The value of this

assistance is shown in pretty much every division of the work
;
but

particular attention should be directed to the modeling of the

plaster, stone and metallic detail, to the very workmanlike setting

and finish of the marble, both on the walls, floors and chimney-

pieces, to the care with which the wood-work has been installed

and stained, to the great beauty of the woods chosen, and to the

general excellence of the electric fixtures, whether in the main

dining-room or the smallest bedroom. On no iob in this country
has better workmanship been shown and a higher standard of

execution been laid down, and we doubt whether this standard

will be matched for a year and several days.

The main entrance and the general office have been treated

with a sobriety which is very unusual in buildings of this class.

There are two swing-doors, one on each side of the office, and

each is housed in a handsome bronze canopy. One of these en-

trances is opposite the door leading into the palm-room, and the

other opposite the door leading into the cafe. It has been the

evident intention of the architect to keep this general office busi-

nesslike and simple, as well as handsome. The floor is of Irish

marble, laid in an elaborate pattern ;
but it will, of course, be

covered with rugs. There is a dado of light brown shaded marble,

which stops about three feet from the floor, and above the walls

are finished in Caen stone, which, because of its warm and pleasant

surface, is one of the few stones, except marble, which can be

used for interior finish. The pillars are decorated with bunches

of flowers tied together by a ribbon, but the detail, while vigorously

modeled, stands out rather too much from the flat surface on which

it is carved. Bronze capitals decorate the heads of the column,

and the room is lighted chiefly by skylights, filled with dull and

well-patterned stained glass.

The entrance to the general dining-room on the Fifth Ave.

frontage is on the right, and the hallway is finished in rich-veined
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THE HOTEL ST. REGIS.

(Detail Main Dining-Room.)

Trowbridge & Livingston, Architects.
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New York City.

THE HOTEL, ST. REGIS.

(Detail Main Dining-Room.)

Trowbridge & Livingston, Architects.
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THE HOTEL ST. REGIS.

(The Palm-Room.)

Trowbridge & Livingston, Architects.
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white marble, thus constituting a gradual introduction to the

greater splendor of the restaurant itself. This room is quite the

most sumptuous apartment in the building, but the splendor of the

effect is obtained more by the use of rich and striking materials

than by mere superfluity of detail. The walls are lined with the

same grained marble as the hall, but they are broken so much with

windows on the one side and doors on the other that the uprights

are treated as pilasters and supports. The south wall carries a large

mirror. The ceiling is domed, wrought into an elaborate pattern

and gilded. The gilding, which has been lavishly employed, both

New York City.

THE HOTEL. ST. REGIS.

(The Caf6.)

Trowbridge & Livingston, Architects.

in this and in other rooms, has been done with skill and discretion

by Mr. James Wall Finn, and its use with the marble has served

to make the room splendid without any touch of vulgarity. The

sheen of the gold has been made sober and deep, yet it has not

been made dull and colorless. On the contrary, it has the effect

of burnished metal; it still glows, but with a fire that burns slow

and long.

Every large contemporary restaurant must have a room, which

it is customary to call the palm-room, and which differs from the
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THE HOTEL ST. REGIS.

(A Private Dining-Room.)

Trowbridge & Livingston, Architects.

main restaurant in that smoking is permitted during all hours and
in all company. The main dining-room of the St. Regis gives

directly upon such a room, which occupies the floor of the court of

the hotel, and consequently is lighted from above by stained

glass, similar to that in the main hall. The walls are finished with

low dado of Istrian marble, and above mirrors on one side

and Caen stone on the other. The room derives its character, how-

ever, chiefly from the decorations, painted by Mr. Robert Van Vorst

Sewell, and distributed around the room in the tympana of the

arches. These decorations tell the story of the troubles of Psyche,



THE ST. REGIS HOTEL. 587

New York City.

THE HOTEL ST. REGIS.

(Detail of the Banqueting Hall.)

Trowbridge & Livingston, Architects.
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THE HOTEL. ST. REGIS.

(The Library.)

Trowbridge & Livingston, Architects.
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THE HOTEL, ST. REGIS.

(Library of the State Suite.)

Trowbridge & Livingston, Architects.

and are excellently toned to harmonize with the color scheme of

the room. It is the one palm-room (so-called) in the city, in which

an intelligent attempt has been made to reach a general effect, and

this effect owing to the more strictly architectural character of the

decorative devices possesses dignity as well as gayety..

The cafe, adjoining the "Psyche" room, is a high, somewhat

<lark apartment, paneled deep to the ceiling in quartered oak.

The wood is extraordinarily fine and rich in quality, and the room
is correspondingly handsome. It is a much higher room than the

cafes of the important restaurants of New York, and arouses asso-

ciations of paneled dining-rooms in some of the great residences
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of Europe. Like the "Psyche" room, its dominant effect is sub-

dued and dignified rather than festive.

Probably, however, the greatest success reached by Trowbridge
& Livingston in their interior designs is the banqueting hall, on the

5th Ave. frontage of the second floor. This room is something
more than festive and splendid. It is extremely simple, yet at the

same time "stunning" ; it is both very gay and highly distinguished.

New York City.

THE HOTEL ST. REGIS.

(Small Reception Room.)

Trowbridge & Livingston, Architects.

Like the restaurant below, the walls are paneled in marble, the

panels being framed by pilasters with bronze capitals ; but the

whole effect is much simplified by the dull white and consequently

flat appearing marble which has been used. This material has all

the value of marble, in that it is rich, highly polished, and struc-
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tural
;
but it takes its place more modestly on the wall than do other

varieties of marble, and in this respect has something of the value

of wood. In fact, the service doors of this room, which are wood

painted white, harmonize perfectly with the marble on the wall.

The wall spaces not occupied by windows, doors and the marble

pilasters are thrown into large marble panels, which will be hung
with tapestries. The fabrics used for the hangings will be copied

New York City.

THE HOTEL. ST. REGIS.

(A Corner Sitting-Room.)

Trowbridge & Livingston, Architects.

from rich yellow and white Venetian velvet, and the total effect,

when the chandeliers are lighted and the prevailing whiteness is re-

lieved by the fabrics on the walls, will be not only brilliant and

"stunning," but really beautiful.
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The frontage on 55th St. of the second floor leading off from the

banqueting hall is occupied by a series of reception and sitting

rooms, which will be used either in connection with entertain-

ments given in the banqueting hall or individually, as occasion

serves. The room of this series, nearest the frontage on 5th

Ave., is a very handsome and original apartment, paneled to the

ceiling in Circassian walnut, and with the frames of the panels

New York City.
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(Small Reception Room.)

Trowbridge & Livingston, Architects.

worked into patterns and skilfully gilded. It is scarcely worth

while, however, to describe these rooms separately, for the illus-

trations that go herewith give a very much better idea of them

than could be obtained from a detached description. It is sufficient

to point out that these rooms have been designed, not as a suite,

for the purpose of obtaining some unity of effect, but rather indi-

vidually with a view as to some special purpose which each of

them might be called upon to serve. Another very handsome suite

of rooms on this floor is the several corner rooms, which can be
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used either individually or together as private dining-rooms. One
of these apartments is finished in Circassian walnut, with a simple,
but very effective, gilded ceiling, while the other two are paneled
in white mahogany.

It is almost unnecessary to add that the decoration of the

private sitting-rooms and bedrooms has received as careful atten-

tion as that of any other part of the house. One of these suites,

particularly, occupying the frontage on Fifth Ave. of the third floor,

and constituting the state apartments of the hotel, has been finished

in the same expensive manner as the series of sitting and waiting
rooms on the floor below. As the mantelpieces of the rooms were

not in place at the time the building was photographed, it has been

impossible to secure good illustrations of this extraordinary suite,

which will never be appropriately occupied until Prince Henry or

the like is again domiciled for a few nights in New York
;
but some

idea of the character of the rooms may be obtained from the

sample given of the wood-work in the library of the suite. The
lesser sitting and sleeping rooms are none of them paneled ;

but

what wood-work there is is well designed, particularly the mantel-

pieces, the panels of the doors, and the mouldings of the door

frames. The walls are very frequently covered with fabrics rather

than paper, and wherever paper is used its quality is of the very
best. Several of the designs are somewhat florid

;
but I presume

that the private rooms of a hotel must make an appearance which

will satisfy all kinds of people. Many of the papers used in

the Hotel St. Regis are, however, uncommonly good, and what

with the hard-wood finish, the simple and well-shaped electric fix-

tures, the excellent system of heating and ventilation, and the

abundant closet room, these apartments can hold their own with

the best of that class in the city.

The furniture and hangings have been either specially designed

or selected for the places they will occupy. The character of these

designs may be gathered from some illustrations which appear else-

where in this issue. Here it is only necessary to state that Mr.

Haan, in ordering this furniture, had the same purpose in mind

as the owners and the architects did in constructing and equipping

it, the purpose, that is, of equaling or surpassing the standard

established by the best private houses in Manhattan. He has not

been content, consequently, to use any of the stock furniture and

hangings. For the important public rooms he has imported

tapestries, hangings, and, in many cases, individual pieces of fur-

niture. And the materials, chairs, and the like, manufactured in

this country have been copied from the best models which could be

procured. Attention should be particularly directed to the excel-

lence of the ordinary chairs in the public dining-room.
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Finally, in considering the St. Regis as a whole, and the general

ideal of practice which it stands for in current American archi-

tecture, I cannot do better than quote a sentence from the article of

Mr. Trowbridge in the "Societe des Architectes Diplomes," to

which reference has already been made : "It -is in all modesty we

say," declaims Air. Trowbridge, addressing his French readers,

"that it has become necessary to depart from the precedents which

have been established for so many generations. It is not a desire

for originality which actuates us, but a sincere desire to solve new
and complex problems, which are the result of the conditions

under which we live, and over which we have no control." It is in

the spirit expressed by these words that the St. Regis has been

designed. The architects have not tried to be original, which is

the last thing which any artist should try to be. They have

merely tried to find a satisfactory and praiseworthy solution for the

architectural and decorative problem, and by which they were con-

fronted, and in so doing they have departed from established prece-
dents only so far as it was necessary to meet imperative con-

ditions. \Yhat they have sought was not novelty or "individu-

ality," but propriety of design, excellence of workmanship, and it is

in the light of this standard and purpose that their work should be

judged.

Arthur C. David.

New York City.

THE HOTEL ST. REGIS.

(Sitting-Room.)

Trowbridge & Livingston, Architects.



TECHNICAL DEPARTMENT.

A TRADE REVIEW OE THE WORK ACHIEVED IN THE

HOTEL ST. REGIS.

In the general description of the Hotel St. Regis contained in

this number of The Architectural Record, attention has been

called to the excellent work achieved by the sub-contractors, under

the general supervision of Messrs. Marc Eidlitz & Son, and the

character of this work and the names of the firms that achieved it

TYPICAL CORRIDOR IN HOTEL, ST. REGIS.
(Marble furnished by John H. Shipway & Bro.)

are worth more specific description. The original contractor for

the foundations, the steel structure and the masonry was the

Thompson-Starrett Company, which completed its part of the

job with all the promptitude characteristic of the work of that

firm. The structural steel was manufactured by the American

Bridge Company, and the paint used to coat the steel-frame in

order to preserve it from corrosion was Dixon's silica graphite
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paint, manufactured by the Joseph Dixon Crucible Company, of

Jersey City. The handsome stone, to which the building owes

so much of its architectural effect, was furnished by James Gillies

& Sons, the lower stories being of granite and the upper stories of

a carefully selected and warmly colored blue-gray Indiana lime-

stone, while the works of the Sayre & Fisher Co. manufactured the

brick. The system of fire-proofing used, as in the case of so many
other important buildings in the citv, was that of the Roebling
Construction Company. A score or more of firms participated in

C & C ELECTRIC MOTOR INSTALLED IN HOTEL ST. REGIS.

the work of completing the mechanical equipment of the building;

but special mention should be made of the C & C electric motors,

which play an important part in running the ventilating and

other apparatus of the building; the Loomis-Manning fil-

ter, which has become a necessary adjunct to the sani-

tary outfit of great residential buildings ;
the Ellis automatic

ejector system, which is so frequently used for the removal of

sewage and other liquid waste, when the fixtures are set below
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the sewage level
;
the Watkins Laundry Machinery Co., of Cin-

cinnati, which manufactured and installed the elaborate machinery

necessary to wash the enormous quantities of linen used in such a

hotel
;
and the rolling steel shutters, so desirable for fire protec-

ENTRANCE TO HOTEL. ST. REGIS.

(Showing the revolving door furnished by the Van Kannel Revolving Door Co.)

tion, manufactured by the Kinnear Mfg. Company, and sold in

this city by the William H. Brodie Company.
Since the lessee of the hotel proposes to have the best restaurant

in New York, he has naturally been very careful about his kitchen

equipment. Not only are the floors of the kitchen of

marble and the walls of tile, supplied and installed by
William H. Jackson Co., but the firm responsible for the ovens,

ranges, kettles and the rest of the cooking apparatus, Messrs.

Duparquet, Huot & Moneuse, state that it is the most complete

plant of the kind which they have ever installed. The counters of

glass in the main kitchen and in the several serving rooms are not

only the "latest thing" in modern improvements, but for cleanli-

ness, sightliness, durability and general serviceableness, are a great

advance over tables of other materials. The glass for these coun-

ters is known as the "Novus" glass, manufactured by the Penn-
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American Plate Glass Co. As for the refrigerators, they

are both very numerous and very well equipped ;
and the

Jewett Refrigerator Company, which supplied them and put

them in, testify to the excellence of the outfit. The plumbing fix-

tures, which are of the highest grade used, were supplied by the

J. L. Mott Iron Works, which is a sufficient guarantee of their

quality.

Since the woodwork in the Hotel St. Regis was, for the most

part, to be finished rather than painted, it was of the utmost import-

ance that the natural grain of the wood should be good, and that

nothing should be done to spoil this grain in working it. Conse-

KINNEAR MFG. CO.'S VERTICAL AND HORIZONTAL, STEEL,- ROLLING SHUTTERS IN
HOTEL ST. REGIS.

(William H. Brodie & Co., New York, Agents.)

quently, the utmost care was used in selecting the actual boards

used from the stock of Messrs. I. T. Williams & Sons, who sup-

plied the material, and every precaution was taken against the

subsequent discoloration of the lumber during the process of fire-

proofing. After an investigation of the various methods of fireproof-

ing the architects and builders decided that the work would be

done best by the Fireproofine Manufacturing Company. The fact

that the delicate mahoganies, beautiful walnuts and oaks and other
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fancy woods used in this magnificent hotel have been so well

treated that it is impossible to tell that the material has been

through any process at all, is one of the best evidences that the

process of the Fireproofine Manufacturing Company is what they

claim for it a process that will not discolor in the slightest degree

the most expensive and delicate woods. In relation to this wood-

work it is also interesting to note that the standing trim on six-

teen floors was furnished by W. & J. Sloane.

As will be seen from the illustrations, the Hotel St. Regis con-

tains an unusual number of rooms, wholly or partly finished in

marble. Among the apartments so finished are the main office,

KINNEAR MFG. CO.'S VERTICAL, AND HORIZONTAL STEEL- ROLLING SHUTTERS IN

HOTEL ST. RBGIS.

(William H. Brodie & Co., New York, Agents.)

the chief dining-room, the palm-room, the banqueting hall and

all the corridors. In addition, a great deal of marble flooring has

been used, and some particularly handsome marble chimney-

pieces in rooms otherwise finished in wood. The work of setting

this marble, particularly of the elaborate arches in the main

restaurant, was an exceedingly delicate and difficult job, and was

accomplished by the two contractors with the greatest skill and

success. One of these contractors is Messrs. Batterson & Eisele,
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and the other John H. Shipway & Bro., and no better work of the
kind has ever been achieved in this country. The large amount of

ornamental metal work which the hotel contains was also divided
between two companies, the Hecla Iron Works and William H.

Jackson Co. Articles published elsewhere in. this issue describe
in detail the work accomplished by each of these contractors, and
here it is only necessary to state that the Hecla Iron Works are re-

sponsible for the elaborate bronze marquise on the exterior, for

the metal sashes and window frames, which have been used

throughout the building, and for the handsome canopy in which
the swing-doors are housed. These doors, by the way, were manu-
factured by the Van Kannel Revolving Door Company, and are spe-
cially adapted to hotel use. The Hecla Iron Works also executed
most of the elevator grilles, the elevators being, of course, furnished

by the ( )tis Elevator Company. The William H. Jackson Company,
on the other hand, executed the ornamental metal-work in all the

principal rooms, the grille on the counter in the office, the elevator
enclosure on the main floor, and the mantelpieces in the private
apartments. The hardware, part of which was imported and part
manufactured in this country, was all of it sunolied by Yale &
Towne, and it is throughout specially designed and carefully exe-

cuted. The lighting fixtures are also worth special considera-

tion. They are the work of the Sterling Bronze Company, and
are extremely various in character, to suit the different treatment

of the rooms. Attention should be particularly called to the hand-

some chandeliers in some of the main rooms, to the delicate and

graceful side lights in the restaurant, and to the uniformlv simple
and excellent fixtures in the private apartments. In the same
wav that part of the furniture, which was manufactured in this

country, came from the shops of the Pooley Furniture Company, of

Philadelphia. The models from which this furniture was designed
are peculiarly appropriate to the purposes for which they are used

;

the wood is of the best quality, and the workmanship the finest that

could be obtained. The same is true of the pianos, of which there

are forty-seven instruments in the hotel, all designed by the Art

department of Steinway & Sons, and manufactured by the same
firm. Another interesting piece of work is the stained

glass, through which the lobby, the hall leading to the restaurant,

and the palm-room obtain their light. This is the product of the

office of Duryea & Potter, the well-known decorators, and con-

tributes much to the effect of these rooms. It will be seen, con-

sequently, that the same idea runs through every detail of the hotel,

and that the various contractors have contributed their full share

to the pervading high quality of the result. They were employed
with that end in view, and have fully justified their selection.



A PIECE OF EXHIBITION WOODWORK.

The illustrations and the text that appear in this issue of the
Architectural Record are a sufficient demonstration of the fact

that the St. Regis Hotel is a remarkable building remarkable even

among a numerous class of buildings that have been tending more
and more in their development of recent years toward the superla-
tive. From a technical point of view, that is in all matters that con-
cern material, workmanship and equipment, the St. Regis is almost
a piece of exhibition work. In the smallest details there is clear

evidence not only of the most careful and skilled workmanship,
but of a most competent selection of the highest grade of materials.

In some cases, indeed, the selection of material may quite properly
be described as opulent. There is every evidence in every particular
that choice was made from immense resources, and this character-

istic contributes so much to the total effect of richness produced
by the building upon the spe-ctator that it ought not to be over-

looked, for it is a contribution that may easily be missed and hidden

by the more positive and tangible elements of the decorative results.

One can easily imagine how much of the success achieved by the

architects in the St. Regis would be quite eliminated had their ef-

forts not been supported and augmented by a quality of effect en-

tirely due to the large selection offered them by certain firms whose

particular resources are abundant in an extraordinary degree.

RECEPTION ROOM OFF BANQUETING HALL, HOTEL ST. REGIS.
(Wood Supplied by I. T. Williams & Sons.)
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ROLLING DOORS IX SMALL REOEPTIOX ROOM, HOTEL ST.

(Wood Furnished by I. T. Williams & Sons.)

REGIS.

These remarks hold particularly true in alt that concerns the

v.oodwork of the building. This woodwork, indeed, is one of the

most successful features of the structure from the point of view
we are now discussing. Good woodwork no doubt is not an un-

common thing in our buildings, but fine wood is a rarity a rarity
because here is a case where "selection" constitutes almost the very
essence of expense. Moreover, even selection itself, no matter how
carefully performed, is a limited affair unless exercised upon a

large and carefully accumulated stock, and stocks of this kind ne-

cessitate not only abundant capital but extensive connections and

large experience. These are just the very facts which the appre-
ciative eye quickly recognizes in the decorative wood used in the

St. Regis. It is a splendid exhibition. No finer material has been
used in any interior in New York. The English brown oak, the

red mahogany, the Circassian walnut and the Prima Vera are fine

even to the point of being a decoration in themselves. Much fav-

orable comment has already been passed upon this element of the

decorative scheme by architects and by other competent judges
who have seen the result, and Messrs. I. T. Williams & Sons, 25th
Street and nth Avenue, who supplied the product are to be con-

gratulated upon demonstrating in so signal a manner the premier
position which they have so long held in the fine lumber trade of

the United States.



BRONZE WORK AND MANTELS BY WM. H. JACKSON CO.

A large part of the artistic elegance of the interior of the Hotel
St. Regis is due to the graceful effect of the decorative bronze-

work, made by William H. Jackson Company, of 29 East I7th
St. All the work in the principal rooms has been done by this

company. Some of the more prominent and noticeable pieces are
shown in illustrations on this and other pages. The grille on the
counter in the office (photograph below), the main stair rail

(page 575), the great three-arch mirror frame in the restaurant

(page 580), and the elevator enclosure on the main floor (page 571),
are especially deserving of attention.

Not only the bronzework, but all the mantels and fireplaces, both
wood and marble, in the apartments are the work of the Jackson

BRONZE COUNTER RAILING IN THE HOTEL ST. REGIS.

Company. The marble mantels are all copies of French patterns,
some being tastefully trimmed with French gold metal work.
These mantels and fireplaces have a solid, comfortable look. Their
lines are simple, strong, and graceful. The gold metal work has
a very handsome effect.

Art and utility have been wrought together with unusual success
in the tiling which covers the floors and walls of the bath-rooms,
and the walls and ceilings of the kitchen.

In all of this work no expense of money or endeavor has been

spared, the aim being to produce something representative of the

highest development of this important branch of decorative art.



EXAMPLES OF FURNITURE FOR THE HOTEL ST. REGIS.
(Made by the Pooley Furniture Co.)

THE ART FURNITURE FOR THE HOTEL ST. REGIS.

The furniture built for the St. Regis Hotel by the Pooley Fur-

niture Company, of Philadelphia, is to be admired not more for

its individual beauty and elegance than for the excellent taste with

which it has been designed to harmonize in all its lines and colors

with the architecture and finish of the rooms wherein it is placed.

Most of the furniture is made after the fashion of the Louis

XIV., XV. and XVI. periods, the material used being the very

finest of selected Circassian Walnut, Satinwood, Prima Vera, Ma-

hogany and English Oak. The accompanying photographs illus-

trate the designs of some of the pieces, but a black and white

picture can hardly do justice to the rich deep tones in the wood

and upholstery of the furniture itself. The suits cost from five

hundred to five thousand dollars. The beautiful chairs which are

used in the Palm Garden and illustrated on page 598 cost $55 each

and are considered the best of their kind and the most elaborate

used for this purpose.

The Waldorf-Astoria and the new Manhattan Hotel contain

furniture of the Pooley make, and the Bellevue-Stratford, of Phil-

adelphia, is now being furnished by the same firm.

The address of the Pooley Furniture Company is Indiana Ave.,

Sixteenth and Seventeenth Sts., Philadelphia. The New York

showrooms are in the Furniture Exchange, 43d St. and Lexington

Ave.



EXAMPLES OP FURNITURE FOR THE HOTEL ST. REGIS.
(Made by the Pooley Furniture Co.)



WHY THE FRAME OF THE ST. REGIS IS " RIGHT.'

T is not often that a firm attains the very highest

prominence in its line of work in so short a space

of time as five years. That has been the case

with the Thompson-Starrett Company. In fact,

the company took its place in the first rank

among builders immediately on its organization
in 1899. This was because the Starrett Brothers,

who were the practical members of the company, had already be-

hind them years of experience in building, and because as their

business grew they surrounded themselves with a corps of thor-

oughly competent and intelligent workers.

The result of this high-class organization shows itself in the num-
ber and quality of the building contracts the Thompson-Starrett

Company has secured and executed in the less than five years of

its existence. The company has built, or has now under contract,

fifty large buildings, of which twenty-one arc in New York City,

four in Brooklyn, five in Boston, three in Pittsburgh, two in Phil-

adelphia, eight in Princeton, N. J., one in Newark, N. J., two in

Washington, D .C., two in Chicago, one in St. Louis, one in Cleve-

land and one in Winnipeg.
The Thompson-Starrett Company has an enviable reputation for

the speed with which all their work is done. They realize the im-

portance to the owner of a property of having his building com-

pleted without delay and the consequent loss of interest on the

capital represented. With this idea in mind, and aided by their

comprehensive experience in such matters, they exercise much care

and forethought in the making of arrangements before starting to

build. Everything is planned in advance, dates for delivering of

materials fixed, and the work goes on smoothly and rapidly.

The Thompson-Starrett Company were the designing engineers,

as well as the erectors, of the constructional steel frame and foun-

dation work of the St. Regis Hotel. They were also the contrac-

tors for the foundations and masonry work.

The office of the Thompson-Starrett Company is at 51 Wall

Street, New York City.



REFRIGERATORS IN THE HOTEL ST. REGIS.

One of the most essential problems in a hotel is not only to cook

and serve the food properly, but to keep it properly. If the public

could see some of the Refrigerators in which their food is kept they
would change their order of strawberries and cream to a soft-

boiled egg.

There is no department in the St. Regis that has received more
attention than the kitchen. If one were to dine in one of the large

SERVICE REFRIGERATORS, HOTEL ST. REGIS.
Installed by Jewett Refrigerator Co.

Refrigerators instead of in the cafe, the only possible objection would

be the difference in temperature. You would be surrounded by pure

white glass one inch thick, resembling the finest polished Carrara

marble, the corners being finished with liquid glass, making practi-

cally a glass room all in one piece. You could use for a table one of

the shelves which are made of polished aluminum ;
in fact, you

would be in one of the most perfectly sanitary places that could

possibly be made. Each department in the kitchen has refrigerators

especially designed for it. The baker has a refrigerator for the

storage of his stock. The pastry cook has service-refrigerators
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VARIOUS TYPES OF REFRIGERATORS. HOTEL ST. REGIS.
Installed by Jewett Refrigerator Co.
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made for the storage of fancy cakes. The ice cream is kept in Ger-
man silver covered refrigerators in which are porcelain jars for the

storage of some thirty different kinds of ice creams.

The garde-manger and salad departments have several refriger-

ators, each compartment arranged for some specific purpose.
All departments, where cold dishes are served are equipped with

cold plate refrigerators. The fish and sea-food have special re-

frigerators, the fish being stored in cracked ice in large porcelain

crocks, the sea-food in drawers faced with German silver to avoid

corrosion.

In all, throughout the kitchen and pantries there are fifty-two

(52) refrigerators, and in each case the same care in designing and

WINE BINS IN HOTEL, ST. REGIS.
Installed by Jewett Refrigerator Co.

construction has been followed
; and, while the first cost is consid-

erably more, there is no doubt but what they are enduring fixtures,

and the saving in the cost of replacing and repairing, to say noth-

ing of the better facilities for handling the food, will in the end

justify such an installation.

Mr. Allston Sargent, Manager of the Jewett Refrigerator Com-

pany, office in the St. James Building, New York, states that in the

fifty-five years that this company have been manufacturing refrig-

erators they have never provided a more complete installation with

the exception, perhaps, of two or three of the most expensive pri-

vate houses.



THE ELLIS AUTOMATIC EJECTOR OR SEWER LIET.

One of the most important features in connection with the Hotel

St. Regis, and this applies equally to large buildings of any de-

scription, are the Ellis Automatic Ejectors or Sewer Lifts, for the

removal of sewage and all liquid wastes as rapidly as created, and

the absolute prevention of any kind of back flow of sewage or

sewer gas from the public sewers. In the construction of the Hotel

St. Regis only the best material and the most modern and com-

plete machinery are used.

The problem of the disposal of sewage is simply solved when

there is a good fall from the basement level to the public sewer by

properly laid and properly trapped gravitation sewers. Where

gravitation cannot be obtained, artificial means of raising and dis-

charging the liquid waste and ground water must be employed.

By means of the Ellis ejector system, a new and up-to-date device,

all the liquid refuse of a building can be discharged in a simple,

sanitary, and economical manner, without coming in contact with

the air of the building; and making the entry of sewage or sewer

gas from the public sewers an impossibility. The motive power in

the Ellis ejector system is compressed air, steam, electricity, or

water. It is applied in the following manner:

In a chamber built of brick or iron, either in the basement floor

or outside of the building, an air-tight iron vessel, called a receiv-

ing tank, is placed at such a level that all the sewers and drains of

the building can have a good fall into it. From the receiving tank

a discharge pipe is laid to the point of outfall, which is generally the

public sewer in the street. The sewage flows from the drains

through the inlet pipe into the receiving tank, and gradually rises

therein until it reaches the under side of the float. The air inside

of this float, being at atmospheric pressure, causes the float to rise

with the sewage, and this opens an operating valve, when the air,

thus automatically admitted into the receiving tank on the surface

of the sewage, drives the entire contents before it through the open-

ing at the bottom, and through the outlet pipe into the iron sewage

discharge pipe. The instant the pressure is admitted upon the

surface of the/ sewage the Ellis Positive Check valve in the inlet

pipe closes and prevents the fluid from escaping in that direction.

The system can be cross connected with air, steam, or water, and

arranged with by-pass valves operated by hand if desired. A book-

let describing this system may be obtained by writing to The Ellis

Company, of 216 West 23d Street, New York.



THE LIMESTONE WALLS.

JAMES GILLIES AND SONS PART IN THE CONSTRUCTION

OF THE ST. REGIS.

THE
exterior stone work of the Hotel St. Regis measures up to

the same standard of substantial elegance which obtains in

every detail of the construction and equipment of the building.

This work has been done by James Gillies and Sons. The material

used in the stone work of the foundation is granite. The four walls

of the hotel, from

ground to top, are

of blue Indiana

limestone, carefully

selected especially

for the St. Regis.

Builders will be

interested to learn

that Gillies and Sons

were awarded the

contract a few
weeks before the

actual setting of the

stone began.
Twenty-three weeks

only were taken up
in the setting of the

eighteen stories.

They were enabled

to do this by the

resources of equip-

ment and material

afforded by their

stone yards and works in Long Island City. The capacity of the

Gillies works is equal to even a greater test than that made by

the quick work done on the St. Regis.

The firm of James Gillies and Sons is an old one, having been

founded in 1852 by the late James Gillies. The business is now

being conducted by his son, John Gillies.

James Gillies and Sons have set up the walls of very many
of New York's fine buildings. The St. Regis is representative

of the sort of work they are accustomed to.



IN MARBLE HALLS.

In all the world there is probably not another building, covering

an equal ground space, that contains such an assemblage of rich

and expensive marbles obtained from foreign and domestic quarries.

Five hundred thousand dollars is a close estimate of the cost of the

interior marble and mosaic.

John H. Shipway & Brother were the contractors for the greater

part of this work, including the marble dallage and mosaic floors

throughout the building, the paneled wainscot and moulded door

architraves in corridors, the moulded and carved paneled enclosures

of elevators, the stair wainscot and elaborate work in the bath-

rooms.

A careful selection of marble was made at the various quarries.

The photograph on page f>oi shows a view of one of the corridors

on the upper floors, but it does not convey the impression of repose

and grandeur one gets by a walk down one of them. No expense

has been spared to make them superb and the finest. Lined as they

are from floor to ceiling with carefully chosen slabs, which in their

arrangement and selection do credit to the firm of John H. Shipway
& Brother and the expert inspectors acting for them at the several

quarries, nothing surpasses the treatment of these corridors the

world over.

Particular care has been exercised not only with regard to the

more pretentious or ornate pieces, but even to the most out-of-the-

way nook and the most simply utilitarian place where marble is

made use of at all. This was in accord with the policy of the

owners of the hotel, and with the custom of Messrs. Shipway, who

"have the habit" of thoroughness in all their contracts.

All the interior sills of windows are made of Verde Antique

marble, quarried on the French side of the Alps.

The Caen stone and the Istrian marble work in the Palm Court

add much to the attractiveness of the place. An illustration of

the Caen stone is shown on page 584. In the elevator halls and at

many points throughout the building may be seen some very skilful

and artistic carving.

One of the most interesting features of the marble work in the

St. Regis, both on account of its beauty and style, and because it

cannot be found in any other hotel in the United States, is the
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pleasing effect of the dallage floors, with borders of colored im-

ported marble worked into many artistic designs and patterns.

Only experts in the execution of such floors can appreciate the care

necessary to produce such results. An imperfect impression of the

lobby floor mav be obtained by referring to illustration on page 577.

It is no simple matter to do so conspicuous a work as this in a

building _where such exacting standards of art and scientific con-

struction obtain, and have the result pass the keen inspection of the

architect. The work of the Shipway firm has not only done so, it

has brought forth admiring comment from those who know the

difficulties attendant upon so large a task.

John H. Shipway & Brother furnished the marble work in hun-

dreds of large buildings on Manhattan Island. Among these are

many hotels. We mention a few whose reputation for style and ele-

gance testify to the high standard of work done by them : The Man-

hattan Hotel, Hotel Vendome, Hoffman House, Buckingham,

Marlborough, Sherry's, The Ansonia, Marie Antoinette, the

Lorraine, Hotel Navarre, the Algonquin and the Imperial Hotel.

The Shipway works are at the foot of East n6r.li Street.

Whenever a fine building is erected and the best of everything is

wanted, they are in demand by architects and builders, and

rightly so.



ORNAMENTAL METAL WORK [IN THE HOTEL ST. REGIS.

The ornamental metal-work for this hostelry is of the most elab-

rate character, the details embodied in it being as difficult to han-

dle as the manufacture has ever undertaken. No matter where

the eye turns, the intricate designs of the metal worker are apparent,

BRONZE-FINISHED IRON STAIR RAILING AND ELEVATOR ENCLOSURES.

Executed by the Hecla Iron Works.

whether viewing the unique elevator enclosure work, the stair-

railings, which are enriched with scroll work, the treatment of the

front entrances with rich bronze grilles, the ornate character of the

solid bronze marquise, or the balcony railings on the exterior of
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BRONZE WINDOW SASH IN THE HOTEL, ST. REGIS.

Executed by the Hecla Iron Works.
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BRONZE MARQUISE, HOTEL ST. REGIS.
Executed by the Hecla Iron Works.
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the building. The most striking of the above mentioned features

is the bronze and glass marquise, extending nearly the entire

length of the 55th street side of the building. This piece of work
is one of the finest, if not the finest, marquise in the world, and
will bear the closest scrutiny. It is a study for the lover of the

beautiful in art metal work, it being almost inconceivable how the

wealth of foliage adorning the various scroll members could be

produced in solid metal. It may be interesting to some of our

readers to know that considerable over twenty tons of bronze alone

were used in the construction of this canopy. The massive brackets

alone weighing a ton each.

An important point in the construction of the elevator enclosure

grilles is the use of electro-glazed glass behind the door and sta-

tionary panels.

This glass is cut in small squares and glazed electrically in light

brass frames, a method of arrangement which has been proven to

be a perfect barrier against fire.

Although the intense heat has the effect of "crazing" and crack-

ing the glass, the four-inch square brass frames securely hold the

glass in position, even resisting the action of water when thrown

against the hot glass. The picture of an elevator enclosure shown

on a preceding page is from a photograph taken before the electro-

glazed glass was in its place. It will serve, however, to illustrate

the handsome design of the metal-work.

Another unique example of the metal worker's skill is the bronze

cab stand to be seen between the two entrances on 55th street.

While not being especially ornamental, the bronze window frames

and sashes throughout the structure afford a topic for special con-

sideration, from the fact that in this building has been produced a

window frame and sash which shows details in mouldings never

successfully executed before, and while having all the effectiveness

of solid bronze castings, are much less costly than the latter.

This saving in expense is accomplished by the use of heavy
bronze mouldings drawn over dies of various forms, the resulting

hollow framing being filled with a fireproof material, which not

only gives more stability to the frames, but affords a core which is

absolutely fireproof. It may not be generally known that the usual

"kalameined" or metal-covered window frame is drawn over

wood which, if the frame be exposed to a high temperature, be-

comes charred, and hence weakens the frame.

There are 600 of these bronze windows and sashes in the build-

ing, some of which are of quite an elaborate design, and all of

which, together with the ornamental metal-work mentioned above,

were executed by the Hecla Iron Works, whose offices and works

are at North nth and Berry streets, Brooklyn.

10



HIGH ART IN DECORATIVE MARBLE.

The marble and Caen stone work in the main portions of this

beautiful hotel was clone by the well-known firm of Batterson &
Eisele, 431 Eleventh Avenue, under the personal supervision of Mr.
Eisele, the senior member of the firm.

In the first story, the office, lobbies and adjoining- corridors have
a heavy Istrian marble dado, and highly ornamented pilasters of
Caen stone, the latter material being used also for all the work
above the dado. The Main Restaurant, fronting on Fifth Avenue,
and the Ladies' Restaurant adjoining it, are finished in the most
decorative manner, a combination of Rubio, Rreche Violette and
Pavonazzo marble, beautifully moulded and inlaid, being used. A
view of the restaurant is shown in the illustration on page 580.

All the door and window openings of the large oak room, in the

southeasterly corner of the building, are finished with heavily
moulded Italian marble. The Banquet Room, facing Fifth Avenue,
on the second storv, has all the walls, from floor to cornice line,

finished in pure white Vermont statuarv marble, the same material

being employed for the finish of all doors and windows in this

room.
( )ne of the finest pieces of marble work is in the large corridor

running east and west on the second story, and including the main
staircase. For this Blanco P., with Pavonazzo for the paneling,
has been used. The arched doorway, illustrated on page 583, is

an imposing yet graceful example of the marble-workers' art. The
mantel picture on page 590, to any lover of the beautiful, is worth

going far to see.

The firm of Batterson & Eisele have done the marble and mosaic
work in the \Yaldorf-Astoria, the Holland House, the Manhattan,
Savoy and other hotels in Xew York and other cities.

The marble and mosaic decorations of a great number of public
and private buildings bear testimony to the skillful workmanship
of this firm. Below we mention a few of these buildings :

Equitable Life Assurance Society Building, Xew York.
New York Stock Exchange.
Reading Room of the Congressional Library, Washington, D. C.

Prudential Insurance Company Building, Newark, N. J.

Union Trust Company, New York City.
United States Trust Company, New York City.
Home Life Insurance Company, New York City.

Washington Life Insurance Company, New York City.
Corn Exchange Bank, New York City.

American Exchange Bank, New York City.

Building for Blair &* Co., New York City.
The town residences of Wm. D. Sloane, J. H. Hammond,

George W. Vanderbilt, the town and Newport residences of the

late Cornelius Vanderbilt, the Newport residence of E. . J. Ber-

wind, the residences of Mr. Widener and Mr. Elkins near Phila-

delphia, H. M. Flagler's residence, Whitehall, at Palm Beach,

Fla., as well as hundreds of others.


